
                    

     
                FAMILY NEWSLETTER 

This is the last week of preschool for two weeks. Term 3 will resume on Monday 20th July. 

Covid 19 arrangements for Term 3 

1. Fees  

Preschool fees will not be payable for at least the first half of Term 3, as we monitor 

further Government decisions relating to the preschools’ eligibility for the Jobkeeper 

package.  

2. Assisted drop off and pickup at the front gate will continue during Term 3. 

3. Families are requested to keep sick children at home ie runny nose, green nose and 

congestion, sore throat, cough.  

Thank you to all of the families who are being so vigilant with this at the moment.  

4. Current high level hygiene and daily cleaning practices will continue in preschool. 

Junior Joeys attendance 

This program began last Thursday for children who will be starting school at St Joseph’s 

Alstonville in 2021, and whilst we fully support children attending this program, children who 

are enrolled at preschool on Thursdays and would normally go to school for Junior Joeys at 

9.00am and return to preschool at 11am, will need to make a choice about which program 

they attend for Term 3, or until we are able to reduce the recommended Covid 19 safety 

measures here.  

As you know, staff are working hard to ensure that there are considerable, additional 

measures put in place at preschool daily to keep all children and staff safe.  

The preschool Management Committee and staff have made a decision that children  

should not attend both education settings on the same day from tomorrow (2nd July.)  

Additional days for children who will begin school in 2021 

To assist with preparation for school for 2021, we usually offer the opportunity of a third day 

where we have vacancies, for currently enrolled children, who are beginning school.  

However, due to current Covid 19 restrictions and health recommendations, we are keeping 

each of our groups and staff quite separate at the moment, so the opportunity for additional 

days will be delayed this year, until such times as we can safely manage this. 

We are currently taking expressions of interest for a third day if your child is in their year 

before school. Please note: the majority of these days are on Mondays and Tuesdays, with 

some exceptions, and fees will be payable for the additional day at the usual 4 yr old fee of 

$37 per day full fee or $17 per day (Health Care Card) 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to take a look at the photo slideshow of the day, each afternoon in the front 

garden. This is a great opportunity for starting a conversation with your child about their 

day! 

We also have out this week the children’s plans for our outdoor kitchen which we will 

be moving forward with next term. We would love family input if you have anything to add. 

Thanks! 



 

 

Enrolments 2021 current families 

Early next term we will be sending out enrolment preference sheets for children who will be 

returning to preschool in 2021. Once all current families have identified their choices 

remaining places will be offered to those on our waiting list.  

At this time, we will also be asking for information regarding which school your child/ren will 

attend in 2021, if they are finishing at preschool this year.  

If you haven’t done so already, it is now time to visit the schools you are interested in, take a 

look, ask questions and complete enrolment paperwork for that school, as their enrolment 

processes and orientation sessions for both parents and children will begin to happen during 

Term 3.  

If you are unsure whether your child is ready for school, please see your Room Leader at 

drop off or pick up, or alternatively email or phone the preschool to make a time to discuss 

this further. 

MID TERM DEVELOPMENTAL REPORTS 

These would usually be sent home at this time of year, as a brief report for you about your 

child’s progress at preschool. However, since there has been such a gap in our preschool 

provision for this year, and limited time available each morning and afternoon for regular 

chats between educators and families, educators are planning to make time available in 

Week 3 of next term to take phone calls from families who wish to take up the option for a 

short conversation relating to your child’s progress.  More information early next term on this.  

We are updating our Website and would love to include some testimonials from current 

families about the preschool. If you would be happy to contribute in this way please email 

your testimonial to director@alstonvillepreschool.com.au during the next two weeks if 

possible.   Thanks in advance! 

 

 

               

 

                                               

 

 

ROOM NEWS 

TREEFROG - Monday Tuesday group 

It has been wonderful to return to preschool and the children have resettled in very well, it 
has been lovely to see everyone again. 
In the last few weeks, we acknowledged Reconciliation Week and this lead to some 
wonderful learning about Indigenous Australians and their traditions and cultures. We 
explored a variety of different arts and crafts that were inspired from this also. 
We have had a focus on feelings and being aware of our feelings as well as those of others, 
and as a part of this we have been supporting respectful interactions between peers and 
also providing learning opportunities for children to have the tools to make friendships with 
their peers. 
Next term we look forward to further focusing on numeracy and literacy. 
 

Carla, Emma, Hannah, Kylie, Zac. 

Our new Management Committee has been elected to oversee the operations of the preschool 

for the following year. Thanks to these people for putting up their hand for this important role. 

They are:  

 Jessica Price- Purnell    - President 

 Jane McKenzie Hollows -Secretary 

 Sally Brown                     -Treasurer 

 Sarah Barratt                   -Public Officer 

 John Wiley                       -General member 

 Leah Wood                      -General member 

 Shannon Wilson              -General member 

 Abbie Mieog                     -General Member 
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GUMNUTS Bush kindy group 

It has been so wonderful to get back to 'the beyond' over the last few weeks! There is a bit of 

weeding to do to continue to care for the area, but luckily we have lots of great helpers.  

The change of season has been noticeable and we have been observing the changes in the 

world around us.  

The children have been using ropes for all sorts of things, such as making rope ladders and 

skipping. Through using the ropes, they are problem solving, engineering and learning some 

basic knots.  

There have also been lots of fairy gardens popping up and we have made a sign to ask our 

community to look after them for us.  

You may have heard your child talking about a 'blood bubble'. Just as we use the yellow 

ropes as a boundary, the orange rope is used as a boundary around something that might 

be dangerous (i.e. a blood bubble). We have introduced this concept in terms of fire and 

using tools. We are beginning to introduce the use of tools within our program, starting with 

sand paper last week and now hand drills. The children are involved in the risk assessment 

for these activities are widely understood rules around the blood bubble that children support 

each other with to keep everyone safe.  

Please continue to send suitable clothing for the weather as we would love to go to 'the 

beyond' every day.   

 

Hannah, Janet and Emma 

 

LILLI PILLI - Monday/Tuesday group 

The children have settled back in at preschool since our extended break over the Covid 19 

lodckown.  We have been introducing Brain Gym to our morning practice. Brain Gym is a 

program that uses simple movements to integrate the whole brain, senses and body, 

preparing us with the physical skills needed to live and learn more effectively.  

Some of our current interests have been - exploring space, the planets, life and learning 

from one another through whole group discussions and research. We’ve been exploring this 

interest through creating our own planets, aliens and by making black playdough with the 

use of grated charcoal.  

Cooking is always something that the children are keen to take part in and recently we’ve 

made our own cheesy, herb bread, pikelets, and muffins. As you know, we like to use these 

experiences to incorporate numeracy skills, turn taking, following instructions and working 

together on a joint task as a team.  
PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR CHILD MUST HAVE A SMALL SHEET FOR REST TIME EACH DAY.  

 

From Heidi, Hannah, Beth, Nina and Nichole.  

Lilli Pilli Wednesday/Thursday group 

We are all slowly settling back into the flow of our days after an extended break due to Covid 

19. We have decided to introduce Brain gym to the children at our morning circle to help with 

preparing our bodies and brains for a positive day at preschool.  

Some of our current interests have been - coming together as group to learn about space, 

we have been doing this by taking turns to share our knowledge with one another and using 

our books at preschool to further extend the children’s learning.  

Playdough making has been something we find quite beneficial for the children in this group 

as it allows for some time to simply be and enjoy some sensory input that often helps us 

regulate throughout the day.  

There’s been an interest in science and exploring why and what makes things happen. We 

have been using this interest to set up small areas in the room where the children can  

 



 

explore cause and effect through using soap, bi carb soda, vinegar, food colour and other 

ingredients. This has been great to promote some rich conversations with the children as to 

why they think things happen using specific ingredients. 

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR CHILD MUST HAVE A SMALL SHEET FOR REST TIME EACH DAY.  

From Heidi, Beth, Nichole, Hannah and Abi 

 

TREEFROG Thursday/Friday group 

It has been wonderful to welcome all our Tree Frog friends back for Term 2 and what a busy 
Term it has been!  This term we have spent a lot of time getting hands on with science, 
through potion making, creating butter and cooking up yummy delights such as pikelets and 
bread. The children have loved these sensory experiences and the results have been 
amazing! Last week we explored crystals as Janet shared her knowledge and her amazing 
collection with us to create a magical crystal cave. We have also explored maths through 
measurement - discovering our heights and developing our numeracy skills through counting 
and number recognition. The children have also begun to develop their literacy skills as we 
engaged with letters -  writing and signing in each day in our Tree Frog sign in area.  Our 
connections to country have been strengthened as we took part in Reconciliation week 
learning about our First Nations people, learning about respect for ourselves and each 
other as well as daily sharing our acknowledgement of country. Recently we have been 
working on our gross motor movement skills as the children have been climbing in the tree 
outside, using ladders to get a different perspective of the playground, jumping, running, 
skipping and hopping.  We hope everyone enjoys their holiday break and we look forward to 

seeing you all back at Preschool in Term 3   
 
Jade, Carla, Nina, Kylie, Janet, Abi and Jo                                                                                 
 

 

 


